
This monograph is a grammar of 
Thangmi, an endangered Tibeto-
Burman language spoken in the 

districts of Dolakhā and Sindhu-
pālcok in central-eastern Nepal. 

The language is spoken by upwards
of 25,000 people belonging to an

ethnic group of the same name.
The Thangmi are one of the most 

socio-economically disadvantaged 
communities in Nepal.

The book is comprised of three
sections: a grammatical description
of the Dolakhā dialect of Thangmi,

a collection of glossed oral texts and
a lexicon with relevant examples.

In addition to an analysis of
Thangmi phonology, nominal

morphology and the verbal
agreement system, the grammar

includes an ethnolinguistic
introduction to the speakers

and their culture.

Mark Turin is a linguistic anthropologist. 
He trained in social anthropology at 
the University of Cambridge and in 
descriptive and comparative linguistics 
at Leiden University. As a member of 
the Himalayan Languages Project, he 
conducted fieldwork on the previously 
undescribed Thangmi language spoken
in eastern Nepal and in Indiaʼs Darjeeling 
district. Turin is also co-director of the 
Digital Himalaya Project based jointly 
at the universities of Cambridge and 
Cornell. He is currently working on 
the first phase of a linguistic survey of 
Sikkim through the Namgyal Institute 
of Tibetology in Gangtok, where he 
is a visiting scholar. Turin has edited 
three books, compiled a trilingual 
Thangmi-Nepali-English glossary and 
written several articles on the languages 
and cultures of the Himalayas. This 
monograph is his doctoral dissertation.

ỷ ȥ ἀ ḇ ḉ ḓ ἒ ḟ ɡ ̉ ƕ ἴ ǰ k ̢ ʆ m ̫ ɴ ̐ ὀ ƿ ƣ ɻ ʄ ʇ ʊ
ὐ ὤ x ̮ ŷ ʓ ą ƅ ć ď ė f ̥ ḡ ḩ ḯ ɟ ʞ ɭ ɰ ɲ ɵ þ œ ř
ş ŧ ů ʌ ω χ ɣ ẕ ḁ ḃ ċ ð ɛ s ǥ ɦ ɩ ɣ ǩ ɬ ɱ ṋ ṓ ρ
φ ʁ ʂ ț ȗ υ ʬ ẍ ỷ ȥ ἀ ḇ ḉ ḓ ἒ ḟ ɡ ̉ ƕ ἴ ǰ k ̢ ʆ m ̫  

A Grammar of the Thangmi Language 
with an ethnolinguistic introduction to the 
speakers and their culture    by Mark Turin    

Ă Ɓ Ƈ Ɗ Ǝ Ḟ Ģ Ĥ Ỉ ζ Ƙ Ĺ Ṁ Ṉ Ὄ Ṕ Ờ Ṝ Ṧ Ṫ Ṻ
Ṽ Ẉ Ẋ Ỷ Ẕ Ǟ ß Č Đ Ė Ƒ Ğ Ħ Ĭ Ĵ Ķ Ĺ Ṃ Ṋ Ṏ Ƥ
Ǭ Ȓ Ș Ṯ Ṵ Ṿ Ẁ Ẍ Ẏ Ź Ḁ Ḃ ₡ Ḏ € ₣ Ḡ Ḫ Ḯ J ₭ ₤
Ɯ ₦ Ɵ ₱ Ǭ Ȑ Ś ₮ Ů V Ẅ Ж Ϋ Ẓ ă ƀ ĉ đ ȇ ɟ ɠ
ɧ ɨ Ɣ ƙ ɫ ɯ ƞ ơ ƥ ɸ ɽ  ʂ ƭ ư ʊ ŵ ʡ ƴ ƺ ą ƅ ć
ď ė f ̥ ḡ ḩ ḯ ɟ ʞ ɭ ɰ ɲ ɵ þ ɸ ř ş ŧ ů ʌ ω χ ɣ ẕ ḁ
ḃ ċ ð ɛ s ǥ ɦ ɩ ɣ ǩ ɬ ɱ  ṋ ṓ ρ φ ʁ ʂ ț ȗ υ ʬ ẍ
ỷ ȥ ἀ ḇ ḉ ḓ ἒ ḟ ɡ ̉ ƕ ἴ ǰ k ̢ ʆ m ̫ ɴ ̐ ὀ ƿ ƣ ɻ ʄ ʇ ʊ
ὐ ὤ x ̮ ŷ ʓ ą ƅ ć ď ė f ̥ ḡ ḩ ḯ ɟ ʞ ɭ ɰ ɲ ɵ þ œ ř
ş ŧ ů ʌ ω χ ɣ ẕ ḁ ḃ ċ ð ɛ s ǥ ɦ ɩ ɣ ǩ ɬ ɱ ṋ ṓ ρ
φ ʁ ʂ ț ȗ υ ʬ ẍ ỷ ȥ ἀ ḇ ḉ ḓ ἒ ḟ ɡ ̉ ƕ ἴ ǰ k ̢ ʆ m ̫  

A
Grammar

of the 
Thangmi 
Language  

Mark Turin    

yfª\dL

efiff


